[Topographical radiological anatomy of the extra-hepatic biliary system seen in lateral view. Tone and projecting movements of the hepatic/bile ducts (author's transl)].
This study is based essentially on lateral views of 244 examinations of the biliary tract by non-operative trans-hepato-cholecystographic radiomanometry and on some lateral views of cholecystograms. Despite the classical conception (Lutkens) of gall bladders invariably oblique, it showed that some are vertical, horizontal or even descending. Contrary to this classical conception which describes the infundibulum and cystic ducts as being oblique from the front backwards in the same direction as the long axis of an oblique gall bladder, these lateral views showed that, whilst the infundibulum may continue in the same direction as the long axis of the gall bladder, the same does not apply to the neck and cystic duct. They run from behind forwards and almost always in the direction of feet to head of the subject. Very rarely the neck is directed from head to foot. In addition, and once again contrary to Lukens description, the common bile duct is not the most posterior of the parts of the biliary tree. It is the infundibulocervical region which is the most inclined, regardless of the type of gall bladder. These lateral views also made it possible to demonstrate the pathognomic appearances of hypotonic and hypertonix hepatic/bile ducts and the antero-posterior projecting movements of the main bile duct.